The Buz EE———

INSIDE THE BUZZ
PRSPV 1(51ALL OF THe MONTH |

17 Commcinr's Web Watch

FedExForum Memphis, Tenn.
17 Hewsmakers

17 20'ears Ago in Gﬂzzly cﬂllﬂ P““

Spund & Vides Condmacior

18 Upooming Evenis o Taam in e Mational Baskethal delnys serves the upper deck, and near the
B0 Induiiy Ntis Assnciation snjoyed as much highist seating on the far north and south
S improvemant in the 20032004 sides of the anena is another delay ring
sEasan as the Mamphis Grizzlies. This cosmposed of 32 JBL Controd 30s. Eight
| season, the tEam opens a new stadium, the  speakers at the bottom of the scoreboard
| FedExForum, to showcase its newfound cowver the fioor aren., Unifying the gvedall
Subscribe to BUCOEES, saund for the FedExForum is a DSP sysiem
Sound & Video Contractor Insalers on the pryect. somplatied in 'm";:f‘n' HE mm"'d"'h'm s
g-newsletters! WMHEMHHM df d o
= Williamsuilla, K.Y, which integrated the ranager in the Cklahoma City office, calks
broodoast sysiems, pnd sudio Bysiem thi FedExFonam & fairy standard install, but

integrator Ford Audio-¥ideo, Oklahoma City.  notes scems pasticular challenges of the

Fard &Y installed mainky JBL loudspeak- project. Tha Grizzikes wanied ihe central
ars throughout the srena, in areas that seoreboand 1o howe o very flexible veriscal
includa e maln bowd, the 60 luwry sultes,  range. To (acilitate sendcing. the
the T restBursnis,’ :
lourges, andmetenen  One of the most challenging aspects
siong, In the coRcourse and . k
restroams, Foard AV of the project was a task that is
invstaliad the pagng
system using Bin. Atiss  Often overlooked: pulling cable.

The FedEx Forum in Memphls, bema la cailing speskers.

tha HBA Grizdles, features 550 CRT and This main bowl's audin system consists  sooreboard would be kwered to within &
LCD disgdays thremghout the bullding. &% af four clusters around the cantral hanging  foob of the floor, and bo keep it oul of the
well 33 3 Dakironics LED scoreboard and | scoreboard, composad of JBL PD, AM, and vy durirg concarts and ofhir évents, it
AL speaker system. Control Series speaakers, Ona ring of 32 woiild 8 pRaGad to tha main fiy deck—about
160 off the fRoor, Fying the hemy clustens
netuirisd Exienshe Hgging.

Ford AV worked with Daktronics, the
manufacturer and Integmator of the video
portion of the scoreboand, 10 make this
happen, Daktmnics supplied halsts for the
soeoreboard, which s compased of 16:9
ProStar LED scoeans—for main fces and
four “fibbon” screens arcund the clusier,

The HD Group was responsible for threa
aneas of insiallation: the brosdcast
interfaos, tha DTV system, and the satelliie
sysiem, This broadcast winng supports
sports networks and locnl news rucks, as
witll a4 tha inhouse DTV and replay systém,

O o the most challenging aspects of
the project for The HD Group was o tash
that is often owerooked as less than
| glamorous: pulling cable, The inbegrator
rediesd o e than G35, 00010, of Gepoa

eontinued on p. 18 |
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cabda, Among other types, Gapoo suppliad VTE1858 Triax casmena cables, HDE 920
twirid fibar-optic cables, GAB1E1 2GFC misft-patrs, Gap-Flex audio cabbes, VSOE00 high
dafinition video coax, and King's 2065 BNCs.

Bob Farmulo, president of The HD Gioug, says that the small number of cabile trays
throughout the bulding meant ihat bong cabla runs without splicing were comman, “In
Essanon,” b says, “wi had o pull direst funs through seven levals of the buliding,
dowm fram Ehed ground treck level, up to the catealk of the arena, angd somae of thosao
puills wiene 1,0004t, 10 1,500 Ferrule says the durability of the Gepoo was especinlly
avidant considedng the rumbér of conduwts and risers that The HD Group had to go
trough to pall the cable to the propsr digtiutan ecations, whech numiengd B4 for
broadcast pumposes alone,

Har allso says that the workflow of pulling cabde presented o challenge. The HD
Growg had to pull cablé upward, inogposticn 10 the wseal tTopto-bottom mithod thal
tabes acvantage of grovity, Hormbeck agrees that pulling cable at the FedEcforum was
feificull becouss the AY installation was happening, whiks tha Dusding was st being
constructed, “The DIJ-J'JiI‘g was Disill in quads,” e Says. "Yow d wing wup hasang b pall
cable part of the way, stop, and wait & few weeks unil they completed part of a quad
¥ou'd comi back, continus yaur cabla mn,”

Lt in thae cowrsa of tha project, the FedExFarum decaded on usang Shamg monitors
theoughowt ths I‘.i-UIII:|IrI.E. l:b.l'lr:|:|I BRCHESE & I'r'l-Bl'hE'llﬂE Cpporiunity amanged Thix HD
(Froup installed several 130, to 37in. LCD screens in areas such &s luxury sulles
Shamp CAT monitors also show the aetion an the hasdwood. Intotal, The HE Group
instalied GE0 disploys.

— Trevor Boper

The cantral
scorebosrd In the
muhn bl can be
lewered 1o within a
ool of the flaor for
servicing, and ralued
up be the main fy
deck about 1608 afl
tha Aoor.
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