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BY SUSAN ANDERSON

hree years ago, Soott Barber and

Mark Salamone were |._|._-.L||;|:.,-

Ior a |'l|.|-|'-|' I open e Barber

!'Izlllr| Stachos, their ||_'|_'|_|||J:|r|:;_

and production facility, Location was

tmpartant to them. Salomone wanted

the studio to be located in a church,

for the sound quality and vibe that

churches offer. Barber » Lok

for a factlity near a lake, which he felt

would provide a relaxing and creative
emvirenment for recording artists,

In addition, 1h|.'_| didn't want to g

Their goal was to
provide New York City
service and style in a

—ee. COUNITY SETING.

into Manhattan, where it's crowded
ardd space 15 af a premivm Their goal
was bo provide Mew York City service
and style in a country setting,

After just three weeks, their search

wis over, They found an unoccupied

stone chiarch on the shore of Lake Hin-
patcong i MNew Jersey, just 45 min-
utes outside of New York City, Buile
i 1911, the church has U||-|5|.'|:_|:'_|.1:||.|r
several changes. It first served as the
town's church for &0 years, unnl the
local congregation outgrew its size.
Meext, it became a dineer theater,




TECHNOLOGY!

Every PowerCharger,
Every HyTRON 120,
ProPac, and Trimpac
Battery are
Covered by Our
% Three Year
Maxx™ Warranty.

The worldwide standard’

Fowr fidorppation confact Ao Huar

where national entertainers such ns
Rodnecy Dangerficld performed. And
finally, it was transformed into the
Lighthouse Disco, where bands such
as the Ramones, Cheap Trick and
Twisted Sister played.

The church’s unique history ap-
pealed to Barber and Salamone, and
they were eager to <ontinue its rich
renaissance,

Dut with the old,
in with the new

But first, the building had to be ren-
ovated, Orchestrating the two-year
process was acoustic design engineer
Fran Manzella of Frances Sanzella
Design, Manzella gutted the interior
down to the dirt fioor and started
from scratch.

The toughest obstacle was water-
proofing. The walls in recording stu-
dios don’t touch. So, in the case of
The Barber 5|:||.|;r Siudios, there is
about a din gap between the stone and
the first wall. If water gets in there,
mold will start growing, and then
the entire facility would have to be
torn down. To overcome this, a geant
trench had 1o be dug and cemented,
pnd sump pumps were instalked.

Tho

Barber 2
SHOP Studios:
n Lhe 10 edge.

Cmnce that hurdle was overcome,
the rest of the renovation went
smoothly, Manzella integrated cut-
ting-edge equipment into the 100-
year old building.

The first floor of the 6000sq it fBacil-
ity boasts a reception area and lounge
with a 5.1 sound system and a plasma
sereen TV, Also on the ground level
are the machine room and Pro Tools
I, 5.1 digital audio suite. The suite is
built an o foating fAoor and features
an isolation booth, HD rig and Gen
ebec BOS0A surround system.

The second floor includes a produc-
er'’s lounge and the A Room, which is
the main control room. Also built on
a floating floor, the A Room features a
T3-channel Solid State Logic X1 SN
K Series SuperAnalogue console, ou
fitted for surround sound mixing. The
console was selected because it gives
the studio the advantage it needed for
5. 17.1 mixing, which is ideal for lay
ing audio into a film. The room also
includes a Pro Tools|HD mix system,
Barber and Salamone were eager 1o
integrate the analog console with the
digital Pro Tools in order to provide
“the besd of both worlds.”
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This lbwe room i bullt on s floating foor end features cathedral
cellings optimized for the best possibles sonic performancs.

back of the board at the touch of a bution, so wsers can
sart mixing to a film and get the visual together. Other
equipment that the A Room employs includes custom
Griffin studio monitors and Griffin G2A 5.1 surrounds, as
well as nesw and vintage mics and outboard gear

The second floor also houses three isolation booths and
a two-story live room. A live room was necessary in or-
der 1o create orchestral music for film and had 1o be large
enough 1o hold a 25-piece orchestra. Like the Pro Tools 1
and A Room, the live room is built on a floating floor.

The third floor is home to Walfle Makers Productions.
Here, The Barber Shop offers artistic and creative develop-
meent, audio and video production, and product promotion
Addiional amenities include a full-sernce marna and Ial-
ian restaurant, so everything’s in-house, Arthls can enjoy a
fine meal and relax by the lake and then return to editing or
ghooting a video,

Right on course

The Barber Shop Studios celebrated its grand opening
an June 3, It provides full-service analog and digital re-
{nrd.i:l.r{ and post-production, which includes 5.1 and 7.1
digital recording, editing, mixing and master services. An-
other renaissance of the 100-year-old stone church is now
complete. HE

Lusan Andlarson B manageng advlar far Broadcast Engansanrg
and Braadcast Enginodiing World maganmes




