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Luma Pictures

streamlines workflow with
Communications

Small Tree

BY CHRIS SAGE
he mission if you choose 1o
accept ik Produce six 15-

secomdd  televisson comamer-
l,|.\,h| 5.]!1,!'5 |I.:|r :"\-IIL:I.' I.Inl:II.‘F_ IJI'I1i'|I."ZI. .'-H:ll.'k
footage manipulated with complicated
wisual eftects u;'-|I||u_'n|,'u-..{:l|'1..J.|1|.| v all
of this in five-and-a-halfl weeks.

Thai was the |_'|'|.1:r|:'_r~ given to us al
Luma Pictures, a visual effects studio
based in Santa Monica, CA, by produc-
tinn comipany MNotorsous 247, Crary
a5 it sounds, we accepled the miassion,
| mean project, and successfully com
pleted the task

Known primarily for our visual ef
fects work on major mofion piciures
such as “Underwortd, “5ky Captam
and the World of Tomorrow” and
“The Cave,” we were cager to tackle
this challenging project.

From fantasy to reality

The “Mike vs, Nature”™ |..1:|r|;ui3r'|- CHe-
ated by Wieden + Kenpedy, compares
top-flight NBA players with forces
of nature. Out of a trmado vn.:mu:.]:.
spinning across land comes Phoenix
Sums’ guard Sieve Mash UsIng 3 spin
psove 1o beave o defender in his wake.
As fire winads its way through the paint,
hot-headed Dhetroit Pistons forward
Rasheed Wallace fires 8 monster dunk
home. From the plaims of Adreca, a on
sleps onlo the court and huarks into the
lane, picking up spoed, leaping as the
Cleveland Covaliers” forward Lebron
lames semids in a iomahawik jam

Because we couldnt set the court on
fire, bottle a tornado and unlbeash it on
the court or take the time (o train a lion
e run dowen the court and leap at the
appropriate poing, we were directed to
modd the real with the unreal ... and
fast, With less than a month and a half
to complete the spots, we needed every

ounce of bandwidth necessary so thai
multiple members of the team could
work on the Spds \JI'I1U|IJI1I."|.I'..I.1|'!-‘.

We are an all-Mae facility, working
on off-the-shelf .Jl.pplr (5 worksta-
tions and Xserves. These are kel for
prodiscing creative content, but they're
limiting with regard to supplying the
throughput needed for this progect.
The solution was the mstallation af
multi-port  Gigabit  Ethernet (GbE])
cards and an 802.3ad link aggregation
system, both of which were provided
by Small Tree Communications.

Gearing up

Semall Tree’s multi-port cands sup-
port jumbo frames, which offer higher
data transfer rates, The dual-, quad-
and six-port Gigabit owver copper
Ethernet adapters are 64-bit/ 1 330 Hz
PC1-X network mterface cards com-
l.,l,i'lli]'lb!' bwie, hour or s1x IIIdL‘Fh.'II.IJL'IH
10 0 1 OO0 |'|1-,'-E.'||1:|I pals on one
PCI-X adapter. When used I con-
junction with Small Trees BO2.3ad
link aggregation. which bonds mul
tiple Ethernet ports into one virtual
interface, bandwidth levels increased
o provide 3 more streamlined work
flow, enabling Luma fo meet the tyght
deadline. With the Small Tree gear,
we often times reach 15 percent to
20 percent beyomnd what we were pre-
viously achieving.

Chur biggest challenges were the fime
frame and Anding and manipulsting
the footage. When you're on such a
tight schedule; tasks have to occur si-
mulbianeously, Therefore, people are
m:rrLul.}:, on the elements as they're
being composed at the same time. As
artists continie 1o refine the elements,
L"n.':r!.'|'-nd'.' mioves i tandem ina [ar-

allel, nonhnear way, Al thee SEUUETICES
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Lurmn Piotures: produced &ix 15-sacand
television commercial apots fod MNiks wi-
ing limited stock footage mamipuleied
with complicated visusl effects ssquent-
w5 To mest the tight deadline and in-
crodss sorver throsghput, the cosmpamy
used multi-port Gigabit Ethemet cards

mngd am B Iad link aggregation system
froam Smnall Tree Communicatbons.

rusi in parallel as well. We scheduled
the maore difficuli sequences towards
the end of the deivery, in order to give
thermn the greatest amount (brdﬂ'l.'ll.lil-
meent time.

The GhE .1.,|J.p|4,'r\. eased  netwaork
congestion, simplified network man-
agement and provided increased serv
er throughput available while mini
mizing CPU use. The cards offered an
imstant performmance boost over Cat-5
UTP copper cabling and are ideal for
implementing multiple network seg
ment emvironments within high-per
HOFMAanoe SCrvcTs.

By installing the GbE cards and
B02,3ad link agpregation, we were able
to meet the client’s deadline. Without
themn, it would have been ﬂ.‘tr-.'nu'l:.
diffsculy. Our optbons would been lim-
fed and cost-prohibitive. We probably
winiald hrve had 1o hire additional staff,
INETEEISING AT |1ud|'.u.1 and turnaroand
1|.|'n.-|:'r|'|I:|'u"|:-c:-|n|!'|-.'|1|.'|:l:11ur ol it wioubd
have t-xplchm:! ather optsons. EE
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